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CAVALCADE AUTUMN, 2015

This edition of Cavalcade has been prepared immediately following upon the conclusion of 
our season point score on 28 March 2015.

It has been a highly enjoyable season with 9 boats entered and 8 regular starters. We were 
fortunate in being able to see through our entire complement of 12 races without any races 
being cancelled or abandoned. 

The eventual podium for scratch was not surprisingly occupied by Centaurus, U2 and 
Quattro.

As someone famous once said: “The more things change the more they stay the same!”

Sincere congratulations on the top performing skippers and crews on a great performance.

In the PHS Division, as per usual, the contest came down to the last race and in a Titanic 
struggle for the coveted PHS trophy, the podium finishes were Quambi, Christina and U2.

With regard to the recently conducted State Championships, we had our Regatta combined 
with the Sydney Harbour Regatta which saves your association some thousands dollars in 
fees that would otherwise have to be payable to one of the clubs to run a separately 
conducted championship regatta.

The Regatta was run over the 7th and 8th March with sailing 3 races on the Saturday, and 
2 races on the Sunday.  Weather wise Saturday was an absolutely beautiful day with a light 
but consistent north east breeze however, on Sunday the breeze came from the south and 
was at times light; at times a puffy southerly as it often is on the Harbour.

Final place-getters in the Regatta were Scratch: Centaurus, U2 and Quattro (How’s that for 
consistency, there is certainly no argument in the Cav fleet about who are the top 
performers). In the PHS division the winner was Scuttlebutt followed by Christina and 
Centaurus.

For those of you interested in the concept of “schadenfreude” i.e. the sensation of pleasure 
caused by another’s acute discomfort, let me share with you a glimpse into hell.  My start in 
the 4th race of the State Championships.  I will try to paint a picture as accurately as I can 
remember, which is pretty accurate as I keep getting intrusive flashbacks as I struggle for 
sleep at night.  This is the scene:

A light SSE breeze, Pin end of the line favoured, Blind Justice leading the fleet down the line 
on starboard, heading towards the Pin. 10 seconds to go, Pin is approaching, head up a 
little, Kill Speed, Headdy off a little, Kill Speed, Pin approaching.  With about 5 seconds to 
go, headsail on a bit, and then a slight wind shift backwinds the headsail forcing the bow 
around, no steerage, release headsail, boat flops onto port into the path of the fleet!

I have tried always to be a good Catholic boy endeavouring to avoid occasions of mortal sin 
such as impure thoughts and eating meat on Friday which would put you into hell as per 
Catholic dogma of the 1950s, but now I am in the deepest parts of hell as a result of 
something as innocent as the start of a yacht race! 
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I am now in a world of loud angry voices and bottomless embarrassment.  Sweet Jesus, I 
don’t deserve this, please God use your divine powers to get me out of this mess but, as we 
know, God is not an interventionist.

I am praying that a suck hole will open up allowing me to disappear into it, I am already 
becoming exhausted saying sorry.  My life has become an endless sequence of 720 turns. I 
will become the butt of Cavalier 28 Folklore under the category of “Worst Starts Imaginable”.  

What is tormenting me is the fact that on the previous day we had done well in the first three 
races and were looking to cement a gold, silver or bronze placing.  Now all of that is 
disappearing before my very eyes, images of a podium finish with pretty girls throwing 
garlands of flowers and their underwear at us is disappearing like morning mist.  The look on 
my crew’s face is worst than Monsignor O’Regan’s face in the confessional at Mary 
Magdalene Church, Rose Bay in the 1950s when confessing your mortal sins: “You did 
what?!”, he would thunder with a look of cold righteous fury on his wraith like face.

Fortunately, due to the light conditions and the skill of the other crews in avoiding contact, no 
damage is sustained except of course to my ego and reputation.  

I cannot say anymore, too traumatic, I feel I am already developing symptoms of a post 
traumatic stress disorder…

Hope you endured your moment of schadenfreude!

Having got that off my chest, I now turn to other matters:

1. Annual Prize Giving Dinner

This year’s event will be held on Friday, 8 May 2015 at the Sydney Amateurs Sailing 
Club, Green Street, Cremorne.  For this year’s event your committee has decided to
move the event from our traditional base for the last 10 years or so, the RSYS to the 
Sydney Amateurs.  The decision was based largely upon your committee’s desire to 
continue our firm links with the SASC who, as you know have run our racing program 
now for many years.  Having our function at the SASC headquarters will hopefully 
strengthen that bond.  For those of you who have been to the Amateurs you are aware 
of what a delightful place it is, nestling there in the foreshore of Cremorne Bay.  
Hopefully, the weather gods will be kind to us and we will be able to enjoy the beautiful 
deck over the bay and then the delightful club room inside.  The cost for this year’s 
function will be as with previous years namely $85 p.p.  This will represent terrific value 
for money in terms of the food and wine that will be available not to mention the 
bonhomie, laughter and camaraderie that forms part of the package at no extra cost.  

A night thoroughly recommended and for this year your committee would really like to 
see as many crew members attend.  It is not just a night for the skippers/owners, it is a 
night for all the Cav 28 fraternity and we are all aware that our sport would not be 
possible at all without the help and assistance of the crews who enable us to sail our 
little boats around the harbour in a fantastic competition.  Please consult the 
association website for any further details needed with regard to reservations and 
payment details.

2. AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Association is scheduled to take place on Monday 
27 July 2015 at the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron at 6:00pm.  Formal notices will be 
despatched later in the year.  Your committee would welcome any association member 
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interested in nominating for a position on the committee.  The work involved is certainly 
not onerous, the Committee only meets about three times a year and being such a 
small association there is not a great deal of work to be done so don’t be put off at the 
prospect of saddling yourself with an enormous liability of voluntary work.  The 
committee genuinely encourages some fresh blood as some of the existing committee 
members have been occupying committee positions for many years and as we all 
know, a breath of fresh air and some new ideas are always welcome.  Nomination 
forms for committee positions need to be submitted approximately a fortnight before the 
AGM however formal details in this regard will be furnished to members towards the 
end of June.

3. Match Racing Regatta

Members will recall that there was a proposal to conduct a match racing regatta on 
19 April last.  For a number of cogent reasons that event did not take place, not for any 
reasons associated with the worthiness of the event.  

The concept is for a series of races between say 6 boats each competing in individual 
races against each other over a shortened course with no spinnakers.  Each boat 
would sail one race against the other competitors throughout their afternoon.  Your 
committee is very interested in the concept, which we think could lead to some very 
exciting close racing.  Plans to implement the event will be put into place in the 2015/16 
season.

Having regard to the time of year I extend, on behalf of your committee, our sincere 
thanks for your contributions throughout the year to our little Association and wish you 
and your families a safe and happy Easter break.

Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the dinner.

Stephen O’Halloran
Secretary
Cav 28 Association


