
 

 

CAVALCADE  SUMMER 2013 

 

 

This Summer Edition of Cavalcade has been dictated shortly after the final race of the Spring 

series on 14 December 2013.  My Xmas spirit has been diluted somewhat by BJ saving our 

worst race of the series for the last! Such is sailing! It has that bottomless capacity to deflate 

any ego! 

Even though we have now completed half of our season I feel, as usual somewhat 

underdone in terms of racing, given the inevitable one or two races you miss due to the 

scourge of Summer weddings coupled with the odd abandoned race. 

We had 8 races scheduled in the first half of the season with one abandoned. Whilst I am 

aware that we have had one or two races on the north east course, the rest seem to be the 

southerly course requiring us to race around and around and around Shark Island.  From my 

impression, most of our racing seems to have been conducted in fairly brisk conditions with 

strong southerlies.  The whole of spring has been very breezy generally.  Can’t wait for a few 

light to moderate easterlies and the usual summer nor’easter.  

We have sailed the newly reconfigured north east course on certainly one occasion and I 

feel the newly configured course works quite well however, it will be interesting to see if after 

rounding Shark Island in a 18 to 20 knot north easter it will be possible to sail the next leg 

down to Garden Island under spinnaker which is likely to be a very shy run.  In the race we 

had the nor’easter was reasonably light and even then it was a challenge for at least half of 

the leg to retain the spinnaker.  Time will tell. Keep an eye on Clark Island! 

In any event, turning now to the pointscore for the first half of the season the following 

picture emerges with regard to the performance of the racing fleet for the first section of our 

racing calendar.  

On Scratch not unexpectedly, the leaders are Centaurus, U2 and Flying Circus. 

On PHS the leaders at the halfway mark are Christina, Flying Circus and Joka. 

Certainly, at least at this stage, last year’s PHS winner Flying Circus is certainly performing 

strongly with a foot on both podiums. 

Long and hard experience however tells us all that to use a rugby league term there are lots 

of “April premiers” and with a further 6 races to be conducted in the second half of the 

season there is plenty of scope for fluctuating fortunes.  A couple of poor results certainly 

can see a spectacular and ungainly fall down the pointscore ladder.  If there is one thing in 
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this uncertain world that you can bet upon it is the fact that as in so many years in the past 

the PHS title has come down to the last race with the winner being decided often by less 

than a point. 

Thank you to all of the crews who have participated in our racing calendar to date, we have 

had some great racing and some indeed very close races conducted where on several 

occasions the majority of the fleet are within only a few boat lengths of each other for a long 

period of time.  Our racing program now takes a break for the festive season with hostilities 

resumed on 18th January next. 

STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The State Championships were conducted for the first time as a non spinnaker event on 

Sydney Harbour on 20th October 2013.  

The concept behind having a non spinnaker event was singularly directed towards attracting 

those boats that may be interested in participating in the series but would normally not do so 

by reason of lack of availability of experienced foredeck crew.  

The event attracted 11 participants which is disappointing, considering the number of Cav 

28s that regularly race in non spinnaker events with the various clubs around the harbour.   

The Committee was very much hoping that something more in the order of 14 or 15 boats 

would have joined the series however regrettably this did not occur.  

I personally was not able to sail in the Regatta due to a wedding commitment in the country 

however the crew of Blind Justice who participated tell me that they very much enjoyed the 

occasion which featured some extremely close racing, often with a number of boats finishing 

often within seconds of one another.  The day itself weather wise was apparently near 

perfect which of course does have a significant influence upon one’s assessment of the 

day’s yachting.  Your Committee will make a decision in due course about the event for 2014 

however, speaking purely for myself I would be very much surprised if there was a non 

spinnaker championship for 2014.  

The results for the State Championships were as follows: 

Scratch 

Centaurus, Ca Va, U2 

PHS 

Scuttlebutt, Ca Va, Happy Halyard. 

Congratulations to those crews for their success in the Regatta. Nice to see Richard 

Lamrock in Ca Va back with us! Would like to see more of you!! 
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SYDNEY HARBOUR REGATTA 

The Regatta for 2014 is scheduled to be conducted on Sydney Harbour on Saturday 8th and 

Sunday 9th March 2014.  As members are aware, the Regatta this year will not incorporate 

the State Championships, these having been conducted in October this year.   A formal 

notice of race will be issued by the Middle Harbour Yacht Club in due course and at this 

stage your Committee is negotiating with the Middle Harbour Yacht Club in relation to the 

structure for the event.    At this stage the MHYC is proposing to have 3 races on Saturday 

and 2 on Sunday. Your Committee has suggested that the number of races be reduced to 4 

having all the racing completed on the Saturday.   At the time of publication of this edition of 

Cavalcade the final structure for the event is in the process of further negotiation and in this 

regard would members please indicate if they intend to enter the Regatta and if so whether 

they would prefer the Saturday only  or both days.  Please contact Cec Williams direct in this 

regard at c.williams@ludowicirubber.com.au   

Important Maintenance Reminder. 

Members of the racing fleet will probably be aware of the fact that both Centaurus and U2 

had experienced failure of their U bolts supporting the upper and lower shrouds. Fortunately, 

due to quick action on the part of the crews the masts did not fail and all was well after the U 

bolts had been replaced. 

Whilst I was not an owner of Blind Justice until 1995 I was fairly sure that the U bolts on our 

boat were the original and accordingly I felt the appropriate course was to have them 

replaced recently.  

The U bolts for Blind Justice were what I gather a fairly standard fitting namely a Ronstan 

RF544. After the rigger had replaced the existing U bolts with a new set, he at my request 

left the old bolts on the boat for me to inspect. 

To the untrained eye (e.g. mine) the condition of the bolts appeared reasonable although 

probably the true status of the bolts could only be determined upon metallurgical testing, x-

rays etc. There were some minor signs of wear and tear on the outside but I guess it is what 

is on the inside which counts. 

I am making the assumption that most other Cavalier 28s still have the original U bolts in 

place and having regard to what has happened to Centaurus and U2 and some signs of 

wear and tear on the U bolts for Blind Justice it would seem a sensible thing to do to have 

them replaced with new fittings.  The cost is not significant and it is money well worth spent 

for piece of mind and avoidance of the inevitable drama with an insurer should U bolts fail 
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and the mast come down leading to an argument over lack of proper maintenance etc with 

the insurer. 

Finally, please ensure that your diaries have a record of the following events: 

1. SASC Club Championship.  The Sydney Amateurs do expect the first 3 place getters 

on Scratch and PHS to participate in the Club Championship event which this year 

will be conducted on 12th April.  From practical experience I know it is very easy to be 

focussed upon the last race for the season and to completely forget that if you have 

the good fortune of achieving a podium finish you will be expected to turn up for the 

Club Championship Regatta on the following Saturday.  

2. Annual Dinner and Prize Giving.   This year’s event will be conducted in the beautiful 

surrounds of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron on Friday 9th May 2014.  Always a 

great night one not to be missed.  Please diarise accordingly.  

In closing I wish all Cav 28 Association members a happy and safe Christmas.  For those of 

us with young grandchildren the magic of Christmas is reborn. 

Best wishes. 

 

Stephen O’Halloran 

Cav 28 Association Secretary. 


