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CAVALCADE 

SUMMER EDITION 2013 

Dear fellow Cavaliers, 

As this summer edition of Calvacade goes to print we have just finished our State 
Championships and have two races to go in the overall point score series. 

In my edition of Cavalcade for Christmas 2012 I alluded to the fact that generally 
light conditions had prevailed over our first 7 races. 

The weather gods were certainly having none of that for the commencement of our 
second half of the season with races 8 and 9 being conducted in strong southerly 
breezes and race 11 being abandoned due to a storm warning.  In race 9 on 2nd 
February Blind Justice had the misfortune of doing a Chinese jibe on the way down 
to the Obelisk mark (2 crew overboard but fortunately nobody injured nor any serious 
gear damage) which knocked us out of the race from a competitive point of view and 
whilst we were all thoroughly wet and miserable and wanted to go home, staying in 
the race and finishing last by 20 minutes does have a beneficial effect upon one's 
handicap. As they say, every cloud has a silver lining.  Note to self, if at all possible 
stay in the race! 

Accordingly, with two point score races to go we have a nail biting finish particularly 
in the PHS division. 

In the scratch department Craig Mitchell on Centaurus holds a 4 point lead over 
Brian McConachy in U2 with Flying Circus on 3rd place but 9.5 points behind U2. 

In the PHS division as per usual with every season I can recall, the title will be 
decided over the next 2 races with Blind Justice on top with 35 points just ahead of 
Quattro and Centaurus on 36 points.  Joker is still very much in there on 38 points 
and Flying Circus on 5th place on 39.  So 4 points separate the top 5 places with 2 
races to go. There is only going to be seconds in it. Good luck to all crews for the 
final 2 races.  Let's hope weather wise at least we have a pleasant end to the 
season. 

The State Championships were conducted over the weekend of 9th and 10th March in 
conjunction with the Sydney Harbour Regatta.  We were blessed in having 2 great 
days sailing with fine conditions and a consistent 12 to 17 knot nor easter. Our 
thanks to the RPEYC who controlled course A our designated area, for an extremely 
efficiently run regatta. 

We had a 10 boat fleet which was a little disappointing in terms of numbers – 2 or 3 
more would have been lovely. Nevertheless it was a very competitive fleet with some 
extremely close finishes.  

Doing a quick audit of the races in Race 1 there was a margin of 2 minutes 
separating the first six place getters. In Race 2 a margin of 3 minutes for the first six 
places.  In Race 3 a margin of 4 minutes.  Race 4 a margin of 2 minutes. Race 5 a 
margin of 3 minutes. 
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In terms of places on the podium Dick Pearce and his excellent crew from Pittwater 
in Dancelot once again won the scratch by 1 point only from Craig Mitchell in 
Centaurus followed by Greg Purcell in Scuttlebut.  It all came down to the last race 
and I believe that the deciding factor in getting Dancealot across the line first was 
Centaurus hitting the windward mark and having to do a 360° when leading by a 
narrow margin. 

Dick and his crew have shown remarkable consistency over the last 3 years winning 
the event for the past 3 seasons. A truly outstanding performance. 

In the PHS department Blind Justice secured top position on the podium by dint of 
Phil Mahony engineering four cracking starts enabling us to finish close to the lead 
boats in the first four races (indeed winning Race number 4 on scratch) which 
secured for us two firsts and two seconds in the first four races on PHS.  Blind 
Justice then managed to achieve the almost unachievable in the last race by 
managing to secure last place on PHS in Race Number 5 – all in the one day!  The 
explanation may lie in the proverbial bad oyster served at lunch with a corked 
Chardonnay between races 4 and 5!   

Second place was secured by Andrew Christian in Christina III and third place David 
Brown on Quattro.  

Many thanks to the Amateurs for hosting our function back at the Club on Sunday 
afternoon where we all enjoyed the camaraderie and friendship within the group that 
is such an important and pleasant feature of the Cav 28 Association. Also our thanks 
go to Julian Todd from Back Vintage Wines who provided some extremely pleasant 
glasses of red and white to consume with our sausage sandwiches.  

Overall, a great weekend of sailing thanks to the weather but with the average age of 
the BJ crew creeping up towards 60 I am beginning to wonder how many more of 
these Regatta’s we can survive!  I heard very similar comments on the deck at the 
SASC on Sunday, so I know I am not alone in this regard.  

Best of luck to all crews for the last two remaining races and let's hope the weather 
treats us kindly.  

Two final reminders The Sydney Amateurs end of season championship (The Kelly 
Cup) is scheduled for 13th April next.  The first three place getters in the PHS division 
are invited to participate.  I am aware that the Amateurs take a rather dim view of 
boats who qualify for the event not participating.  Would everybody please factor this 
into their crewing arrangements for the month of April. 

Finally, a reminder about the annual dinner and prize giving at the Squadron 
scheduled for Friday 10th  May next at 7.00 p.m.   Always a great night, definitely one 
not to miss.  Please put it in your diaries now and organize your crews accordingly.  

All the best 

Stephen O’Halloran 
Secretary 
Cavalier 28 Association. 


