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SUMMER 2006 
 
 

At the time of writing we are now three months into our brave new world of alternate 
Saturday racing with our 5th race held on 2nd December last and the State Championships 
having just been completed. 
 
Fleet numbers have so far been quite good with 13 boats entered and on average 10 or 11 
participating in the five races so far. 
 
Most regrettably, our little fleet took a battering in the second race of the season with 
Virtique being holed upon collision with the eight metre Siskia and subsequently sinking.  
Association members will be aware of this event from previous email correspondence 
circulated amongst the membership.  Most regrettably, Virtique has remained out of action 
pending a decision by the Insurers to either repair the vessel or write it off.  I know you will 
join with me in extending our deepest condolences and sympathy to John Fabbro, Andrew 
Johnston and their crew. 
 
In the same race our boat got a bit too close to the stern of Marabou when rounding the 
Garden Island mark and Marabou’s transom was damaged causing her to miss the next 
couple of races.  It is however very pleasing to see Marabou back in action once again and 
the management of Blind Justice have already made the appropriate gestures of apology to 
Pam and Leslie.  Losing two of our fleet early in the season has not been a good start 
however I most sincerely hope that we can go for the rest of the season without any similar 
episodes occurring. 
 
Your Committee would sincerely like to receive information from the membership on the 
alternate weekend racing system after the season has been completed.  With events such as 
the State Championships, the Audi Regatta, the Kelly Cup and the Greenwich race we 
actually have the opportunity to sail on something like 18 weekends out of an available 23 
weekends when you remove from the equation the October long weekend, the Christmas 
break and Australia Day weekend. 
 
So it is not as bad as it appears.  I personally have found the absence of pressure to organise 
crew every weekend somewhat of a relief, however on the same token I am aware that having 
missed one or two races for a variety of reasons we definitely have not had as much sailing 
this year as we have in the past at this point of the season. 
 
Anyhow all opinions and points of view will be taken into account and the whole programme 
is up for review at the end of the season. 
 
At this stage, as we near the half way mark of the Season, the Saturday racing fleet has lined 
up as follows - these results are not official and are purely my estimates based on the printed 
results so far and not taking into account any “drops”. 
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Scratch - the usual glamour pusses of the fleet Centaurus, U2, Shosana and Quambi 
are as usual leading the pack with what appears to be a slight lead to Rod Mitchell in 
Centaurus over Brian McConaghy in U2 and Jonathan Rosenberg in Shosana.  Should 
be an interesting second half of the Season. 

 
Handicap - almost impossible to tell at this stage with some erratic performances 
from some boats but doing the best I can it would seem that Rhondo may just have 
her pulpit in front of Centaurus and Shosana.  Very much a case of a long way to go.  

 
Our 6th race and last before Christmas  will be conducted on 16 December with the 1st race in 
the second half of the competition to be sailed on 20 January 2007.  
 
State Championships: 
 
The State Championships were conducted by the Royal Prince Edward Yacht Club on 
Sydney Harbour on 12 and 19 November 2006.  There were 12 boats entered in the series all 
of which competed and thankfully all of which finished the series without “incident”. 
 
Association members who participated in the regatta will no doubt agree that it was probably 
the most competitive and hard fought State Championships series that we have seen for many 
years. 
 
Close finishes were the order of the day with often the bulk of the fleet finishing within a 
minute of the first boat.  Mark roundings at virtually every mark on both days were a nail 
biting affair with often three or four boats within a few metres of one another.  On the upwind 
legs there were countless close tacking duels all the way up the windward leg to the top mark.  
The closeness of the racing and the fact that the last three races were conducted in fairly fresh 
breeze without collisions or incidents was powerful testimony to the skill of our skippers and 
their crews. 
 
The outstanding performer of the series was Quambi (Justin Pelley and Sean Rahilly) who 
secured a very prestigious scratch and handicap victory.  A great achievement, thoroughly 
deserved and I am sure all members will join with me in extending to Justin, Sean and their 
crew our sincere congratulations on a fine effort.  The 2nd place getter was the perennial 
favourite Rod Mitchell in Centaurus who began brilliantly with two wins on the first day but 
with Quambi finishing with three 2nd places on the first day, two wins on the second day, Rod 
was unable to repel Quambi’s surge on the second day and had to be content with the Silver 
Medal.  3rd Place getter was Brian McConaghy in U2. 
 
In the handicap division Quambi triumphed again with Soshana (Jonathan Rosenberg) 
securing 2nd place and a tie between Scuttlebutt (Greg Purcell) and Trikerie Bay (Scott 
Lamb/Bruce Bowden) securing bronze. 
 
A fleet of 12 is a good rollup, but I know there are numerous competitive well sailed boats 
out there that I am sure could perform with distinction if they participated in our annual 
regatta.  It was great to see boats that do not normally sail with our fleet (Presto) Geoff 
Fogarty, Dancealot, (Dick Pearse) and Cab Sav, (John Veal) join us for the regatta. 
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I would ask all members to do what they can to persuade other Cav owners who they are 
familiar with to contemplate joining the regatta again next year as a strong turnout would be 
an extremely positive sign for the class generally with particular emphasis upon maintaining 
the value of your investment in your boat. 
 
 
 
Boats For Sale: 
 
Association members will be aware of the fact that your Association conducts on behalf of 
the membership a brokerage service, introducing prospective buyers to hopeful Vendors.  A 
modest brokerage fee is payable in the event of a successful sale to the purchaser introduced 
through the Association. 
 
The market for good second hand Cavs appears to be quite strong with a number of boats 
changing hands over the last 12 months or so.  There has been a number of good boats come 
and go from our Boats for Sale List and accordingly if any members or their friends and 
acquaintances are looking for second hand Cavs to purchase they should firstly contact the 
Association as we may just have what they are looking for on our books at that time. 
 
Seminar Night: 
 
On Monday 6th November last at the SASC well known sail maker and yachting legend Ian 
McDiarmid delivered a Seminar to 20 or so of our Association members upon sailing tactics, 
rules and sail trim.  It was an extremely informative night full of good advice and interesting 
anecdotes.  The only cost to Association members was the price of a decent bottle of red wine 
for Ian which he appreciated very much.  We intend to conduct a further night along these 
lines next year with another expert and I would thoroughly encourage members to participate 
in these evenings which are not only enjoyable but are certainly well worth attending.  
 
Sydney Amateurs Bar-B-Q Luncheon 10 December 2006: 
 
As previously advised there will be a social function at the Amateurs on 10th December - 
BBQ lunch 1.00 - 1.30 pm.  This is not a race occasion just purely a social event.  Self 
provisioning will be the order of the day.  Regrettably, I will not be able to join you as since 
the date was selected a family commitment involving one of my overseas resident sons has 
been arranged requiring my attendance elsewhere. 
 
Something to Do on Non-Racing Saturdays: 
 
As per my advice to you in the Spring Edition of Cavalcade any member and their crew who 
find themselves twiddling their thumbs on a non-race Saturday are always welcome to put in 
a casual entry with the GFS and participate in their Saturday afternoon race around the upper 
part of the Harbour.  There are a number of Cavs that sail out of the Greenwich                  
Flying Squadron and having sailed on a few occasions in the upper part of the Harbour 
around the various Islands I can assure you it is a very enjoyable forum for a Yacht Race with 
very much different conditions to what we are used to on lower part of the Harbour.  The 
water is much flatter, there is less traffic and the courses are interesting and different.  The 
GFS also does from time to time have “down harbour” races in conditions that we are more 
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used to.   I would thoroughly recommend if you want to have a sail on one of our non-racing 
Saturdays that you would do a lot worse than joining up with the GFS for the afternoon.  The 
website address for the Greenwich Flying Squadron is www.gfs.org.au.  Phone and facsimile 
9436 1901. 
 
A point to note is that the GFS also conducts Wednesday Twilight Races usually with a 
number of Cavs competing and there is a pleasant Bar-B-Q on the Club veranda at the end of 
Twilight Racing.    
           
Website Update: 
 
The Association website has in recent times been considerably updated with thanks to Brian 
McConaghy and I think if you visit our website you will find quite a deal of information such 
as Class Rules, Constitution, previous editions of Cavalcade race results and so on.  The 
website  site is www.cavalier28.org.au.  A visit is worthwhile.  
 
Annual Dinner: 
 
A note to put into your diary for a long term, not to be broken commitment, is the Annual 
Dinner and prize giving which has been set for Friday 30 March 2007 at the Royal Sydney 
Yacht Squadron.  Everybody is on notice of the event and no pathetic excuses will be 
accepted for non-attendance, such as late notice.  Make a note about the matter in your diary 
for next year now and be there with your family and crew and enjoy what has always been a 
great night.  Please be assured that it is not just a night for those who have managed to snag 
some silverware, it is genuinely a night for everybody in the Association to get together and 
have a few laughs and reminiscences over some decent food and wine in the very pleasant 
surroundings of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron. 
 
Christmas and New Year loom and once again and we no doubt ask ourselves where has the 
year gone?  Seems like only yesterday that we had to deal with that fiercely hot day on 1st 
January this year when it reached 48 degrees or something ridiculous like that! 
 
On behalf of your hardworking Committee may I extend the Seasons greetings all the 
Association members and their families and crews and hope that you have an enjoyable and 
safe Christmas holiday period and I very much look forward to the second half of our season. 
My only request to Santa is for a little less wind! 
 
With kind regards 
 
 
 
S.J. O’HALLORAN 
President  
CAV 28 ASSOCIATION 
  
 


