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Autumn 2007 
 
 
Dear Association Members, 
 
As February slips quietly into March and the inevitable signs of early Autumn 
appear the knowledge that yet another sailing Season is quickly coming to an 
end inevitably spring to mind.  Over the next few weeks we have our two final 
Pointscore Races and then the Kelly Cup and the Greenwich Flying Squadron 
Day – so four more races for our Inaugural season of alternate weekend sailing. 
 
Speaking from a purely personal point of view I have somewhat mixed feelings 
about the arrangements for this Season as we obviously have not made as much 
time on the water as we normally do which I have missed, however by the same 
token I have not missed the weekly grind of crew organisation week in week out 
and the alternate weekend program does allow for a greater degree of domestic 
détente. 
 
Our Sailing Program is of course in the hands of Association members and the 
issue will be up for full discussion at the AGM scheduled for 17 July next.  As you 
are aware the decision with regard to alternate weekend for the 2006/2007 
Season was purely driven by lack of a viable number of boats participating for the 
Long Season Pointscore each Saturday. 
 
Season Pointscores Progress 
 
For this Season the Pointscore Trophies are the Norm Brown Scratch and 
Handicap Trophies only.  The Cavalier Cup and Cavalier Bowl are not being 
awarded this year as they of course relate to the Long Season Pointscore 
Competition which has not been conducted this year.  The fate of these two 
beautiful Trophies will obviously be determined by decisions made by the 
Association at AGM in July. 
 
At this stage with just once race to be completed on 24 March next the 
Pointscore picture with regard to the Season Competition has reduced down to 
the following positions.  Please note that this information is not official it is based 
upon the latest results issued and is provided as a matter of interest and 
information only.  Please do not make room on the mantelpiece until after the 
final race.  In the scratch department the two speed demons of the fleet, U2 and 
Centaurus are locked in a deadly battle for supremacy. 
 
With one race remaining it would seem that U2 is a coat of varnish ahead of 
Centaurus by less than one point.  Nobody else is a threat for the major title and 
accordingly it will come down to the last race on 24th to decide the victor.  This is 
the moment!  Either boat can win. 
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In the handicap department we once again have an incredibly close tussle 
between Christiana III and Marabou separated by again only one point or 
thereabouts.  U2 is snapping at their heels but from the distance of approximately 
six points, however a shocker from either Marabou or Christiana could see U2 
leap frog either boat.  Very interesting. 
 
To all those Skippers and crew reaching out for a chance to put your hand on the 
main prize, good luck and fair sailing. 
 
 
Audi Regatta 
 
The Audi Regatta was conducted on the Harbour over the weekend of 3 and 4 
March 2007.  Saturday saw three races completed in a moderate north easterly 
breeze which made for some first rate sailing conditions.  Very unfortunately the 
Sunday was somewhat of a disappointment to say the least, with either no 
breeze or extremely light and variable breezes.  One race only was completed 
after a marathon performance and the second race was cancelled.  An extremely 
disappointing finish to what otherwise would certainly have been a very exciting 
Regatta.  The organisation of the Regatta was of high order and the event seems 
to be destined to become a permanent feature of the Sydney Sailing calendar for 
future years.  Once again, the highly competitive nature of the racing in our 
Association was made evident with some extremely close finishes in each race 
on the Saturday with the vast bulk of the fleet finishing within a minute or two of 
the winners.  It was just a pity that Sunday failed to deliver any decent breeze 
thus robbing the event of an exciting finish which it deserved.  Sincere 
congratulations to Cec Williams in Joka for winning the PHS prize in our Division.  
The Scratch winner was Jonathan Rosenberg in Shoshana.  The Event sponsors 
Audi provided a prize for the PHS winner and the Association having made the 
decision that the event is likely to be of a permanent nature has created our own 
prize for the Scratch winner to be presented at the Annual Dinner. 
 
 
Annual Dinner 
 
Association members by now should have received their formal Invitations for 
this year’s Dinner scheduled for 30 March next. 
 
Should you not already have done so would you please shake a leg and send in 
your acceptance forms as soon as possible.  Should anyone have not received 
an invitation kindly either contact myself or Scott Lamb (my number is 9263 3233 
and Scott’s is 9959 5088). 
 
As alluded to in my recent note accompanying the invitation the Dinner is not just 
for the place getters in our various competitions but is a genuinely pleasant 
evening for all of our Association members, crews and families.  We have had 
some new members join us during the year and I would very much like to see 
some new faces so that they can see first hand what a decent and friendly bunch 
of people we are, at least when off the water!  The Squadron always puts on an 
exceptionally good evening in terms of food and drinks and I can only 
recommend the occasion highly to all.  I can assure you that numbers are limited 
in terms of seating arrangements and book early to avoid disappointment.  
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GFS Race 
 
The last race of the Season, a very pleasant “around the Islands race” on the 
upper reaches of the Harbour conducted by the GFS will be conducted on 
Saturday 14 April next.  For those who have not participated in the race before I 
can only say that you should take up the challenge and enjoy the experience.  
The race is basically a race around the upper parts of the Harbour with Berrys 
Bay being the most easterly point and Spectacle Island the western most point.  
The water is usually a lot flatter and there is less traffic and on the times that I 
have participated, the race has been most enjoyable – quite a different 
experience from what we are used to on the main part of the Harbour.  
Accordingly please make a note about the matter in your diaries as I would very 
much like to get a healthy turnout from our members who sail with the SASC to 
do battle with the Cavs that sail out of the GFS.  I will contact Association 
members by email in due course as the day draws nearer with regard to entry 
requirements, namely evidence of Category 7 compliance and insurance.  There 
will be a $10.00 entry fee. 
 
 
Coaching 
 
Association members who participated in 2003 will recall that we ran a very 
successful coaching programme over two weekends in October 2003 with the 
Australian Olympic coach Mike Fletcher providing appropriate instructions and 
advice to those who participated.  I think it is fair to say that those who 
participated thought that the exercise was highly worthwhile.  As I recall there 
was some time spent on the dock and certainly considerable time spent on the 
water with Fletcher using his “Tinny” to follow each boat for a period of time 
looking at their sails and rig tune arrangements.  The Association subsidised the 
event to an extent out of accumulated funds but there was a modest contribution 
required from participating members.  Your Committee believes that it is 
appropriate to reconvene this year probably, subject to availability of Mike 
Fletcher or some other suitably qualified expert for the late April/May period.  
Further details will be provided in due course.   
 
 
Office Bearers for 2007/2008 
 
Association members will recall that on occasions in the past I have mentioned 
the fact that I intend to neither seek nor accept nomination for the position of 
Association President at the Annual General Meeting to be held in July of this 
year.  My reasoning for this decision is simple – I have served on the Committee 
for approximately eight years, the last five as President. Basically, it’s time to give 
someone else a go.  Whilst I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Committee 
and my term as President I have always felt that such positions should only be 
held for sufficient time to ensure stability of the Organisation and thereby ensure 
administrative efficiency.  I sincerely hope that these modest objectives have 
been achieved.  It is now time to hand the baton onto somebody else. 
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Accordingly there is likely to be a number of vacancies on the Committee which 
are required to be filled by the next AGM. 
 
I would ask Association members to give serious consideration to nomination for 
a position on the Committee, at whatever level they feel appropriate.  The AGM 
for this year is scheduled for 17 July and the constitution of the Association 
requires 14 days notice prior to the AGM to be given for nominations to the 
Committee.  Of course you will receive in due course a formal notification about 
the AGM.  I am sure that there are several members from our Association who 
would perform admirably in the role as an office bearer of the Association and 
would enjoy the experience.  It is hardly an onerous role requiring attendance at 
only three or four meetings throughout the year.  Apart from doing something for 
the Association you would also find that participation at Committee level is 
beneficial to your general sailing experience.  Please accordingly give the matter 
serious consideration. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the annual Dinner. 
  
With kind regards, 
 
 
Stephen O’Halloran  
President 
Cavalier 28 Association 


