
 

 

 

 
AUTUMN 2010 CAVALCADE 

 

Dear fellow Cavaliers, 

 

Saturday 20th March saw our last point score race for the season.   A beautiful 
Sydney day, a light easterly, smooth blue water and lots of traffic on the harbour.  
For about the first hour or so of the race the breeze held up quite nicely however, at 
about 2.00 p.m. the breeze died temporarily allowing our boat and others close by to 
spend a comfortable 20 minutes parked off Nielson Park twiddling our thumbs and 
kissing any chance of doing well goodbye.  There is something quite unique about 
the feeling of being parked and watching boats just ahead of you gradually slipping 
away and the boats that were behind gradually catching up.  I think the old saying is 
that a situation like that reveals character other than builds character.   

As predicted in my edition of Cavalcade of December 2009, the final podium 
positions are almost always up for grabs until the last race as witnessed by the fact 
that in the scratch department, 3 points separated first from third and in the PHS 3 
points separated first from sixth.  Some different final placings may have occurred 
had the last race not been conducted under light and variable breezes with a big 
hole for the unwary, however that is sailing and you just have to make the best of the 
hand that the weather deals you on a particular day. 

The final season point scores for the Amateurs competition for 2009/2010 were as 
follows: 

Scratch 

U2 - Brian McConaghy 

Centaurus - Rod Mitchell 

Shoshana - Jonathan Rosenberg 

PHS Division 

U2 - Brian McConaghy 

Flying Circus - Peter Donnelly 

Shoshana - Jonathan Rosenberg 

 

Sincere congratulations to all of those skippers and crews.  A particularly meritorious 
result for Brian McConaghy with U2, scratch and handicap honours are rare indeed 
and highly meritorious. A great effort. 

As foreshadowed in my December edition of Cavalcade your committee is doing its 
best to ensure that we have more races for the 2010/11 season than we had this 
year.  We have the advantage of having a late Easter next year (22nd April Good 
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Friday) and accordingly with a bit of luck and co-operation and successful 
negotiation between ourselves and the Amateurs we will have a program next year 
of 14 races as opposed to this year’s 11.  There may be one or two occasions on 
which we have to sail on two consecutive weekends but these should be sufficiently 
spaced out throughout the season so as to not present a problem.  Our official 
program for the forthcoming season will of course be released by the Amateurs in 
August or thereabouts. 

The Audi Sydney Harbour Regatta which incorporated our State Championships was 
conducted over 5th and 6th March last.  Those who participated I am sure will not 
forget about it in a hurry. Very physically demanding. Our fleet consisted of a very 
healthy 13 entrants which included Awara and Pegasus from the Greenwich Flying 
Squadron and it was very pleasing to see these boats joining our championship 
regatta.  Not only did these boats join in but they very nearly walked away with the 
major prizes, Awara finishing with a very credible second on scratch and Pegasus a 
very commendable third on scratch.  Only the wily old fox Rod Mitchell and young 
fox Craig stood between these blow-ins and the main prizes! As I have said 
repeatedly over the years, I know there are a number of quality boats that sail at the 
GFS and if we could increase our Saturday fleet by even 2 or 3 additional boats from 
the GFS it would really be a positive thing and would I am sure add greatly to the 
enjoyment of our regular Saturday races.  I am aware that Jefferson Smith in Killara 
is threatening to join us as is Jeff Molesworth from Awara.  A few other proven fast 
boats such as Pegasus or Cabsav would really liven up proceedings. 

The final wash up of the State Championships was as follows: 

Scratch 

Centaurus 

Arawa 

Pegasus 

PHS 

Centaurus 

Scuttlebutt 

Joka 

Again, a fine effort on the part of the Centaurus team in securing victory in both the 
scratch and PHS divisions.  

A large crowd of yachting enthusiasts had jammed the harbour foreshores to witness 
our regatta and at the end of proceedings the competing boats were given an escort 
back to the SASC underneath an archway from water cannons from the Sydney 
Ports Corporation tugs and a cacophony of claxons and hooters from the assembled 
throng of vessels of all sizes large and small. In anticipation of such a large turnout 
your committee had organised for appropriate refreshments at the Sydney Amateurs 
Sailing Club where by the time the competitors had arrived a large crowd of well 
wishers had gathered to cheer on their heroes.  There were rowdy scenes as 
exuberant supporters carried round on their shoulders the podium crews chanting 
“State Champion, State Champion.”   There were of course the usual collection of 
attractive female yachting groupies present reveling in the excitement and the thrill of 
being in close contact with their heroes.  “Nice gybe set at the top mark Steve – think 
you might teach me how to do it” expressions of similar hope were heard around the 
Amateurs Club for hours despite the general raucous and noisy nature of 
proceedings. 



- 3 - 

 

The celebrations gradually died down in the small hours of the morning when the 
Stella and French champagne eventually ran out but it was an occasion to remember 
and I am sure that in future years Cavalier members who have not participated in 
this great event will want to get a share of this sort of action.  

The regatta itself was conducted in fairly strong breezes on both days with the 
exception of the first race on the Saturday. 

The sadists on the committee boat sentenced us to 4 laps on a very short course on 
the Saturday in races 2 and 3 and on the Sunday in even stronger breeze 3 laps 
around a slightly longer course.  The mature crew on Blind Justice were repeatedly 
pleading with the committee boat that “just one lap only would be fine thank you” to 
no avail. 

Didn’t the fact that many boats did not carry spinnakers in races 5 and 6 tell the 
Committee boat something! 

The fact that there were no bingles (plenty of near misses) in the 20 plus knots on 
the short windward/leeward course with something like 19 legs of fast and furious 
actions with spinnakers is I believe indicative of the high standard of skill and boat 
handling ability that is possessed by our small group. I am sure that we will all be 
aware of just how close we all are when it comes to mark rounding! 

The culmination of our association’s social activities is of course the annual 
dinner/prize giving which this year will be conducted at the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron on 30th April next 7 for 7.30 p.m.  Those who have attended the function in 
the past will need no encouragement to attend as it is always a great night and it is 
uniquely pleasurable to be in a room together with 60 or so fellow competitors with 
their wives/partners in an atmosphere of goodwill and genuine keenness to be in 
each others company. 

The tab is a very reasonable $80.00 (kept at this very reasonable level once again, 
which for a sit down dinner with drinks in a lovely environment is great value).  

Whether or not you are getting a prize it is a great evening and thoroughly 
recommended. 

The function will be held in the Shellcove Room as usual which has limitations on 
seating and accordingly it will be very much a case of first in best dressed.  

Boats receiving prizes will be as follows: 

U2, Centaurus, Blind Justice, Arawa, Pegasus, Scuttlebutt, Joker, Shoshanna and 
Flying Circus. 

Invitations for the event have now been dispatched and I very much look forward to 
seeing many of you there on the evening.  

Finally, a note for your diary namely the Annual General Meeting of the Association 
to be held at the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron on Monday 26th July 2010 at 6.00 
p.m.  Please remember that in order to participate in the AGM you will need to be a 
financial member of the Association and a notice concerning membership fees will 
be circulated in June.  
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To all of those who participated in our activities for 2009/2010 may I pass on your 
committee’s thanks and appreciation for your efforts.  We plan to have a more 
expanded program for next year and hopefully see some new faces. 

Dated:  1st April 2010. 

Stephen O’Halloran 

Secretary, Cavalier 28 Association 

 

 

  


